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Endowed gifts provide 
long-term sustainability 
for prevention, research, 
survivorship, innovation, 
education, and patient care 
and support — ultimately 
advancing cancer care 
for years to come. This 
investment leaves a legacy 
for the fight against 
cancer and saves lives for 
generations.

OUR MISSION:
TO BUILD A 
LONG-TERM 
ENDOWMENT TO 
SUPPORT THE 
FIGHT AGAINST 
CANCER. 



OUR STRENGTH RELIES ON YOUR GENEROSITY. 
TOGETHER, WE CAN CREATE A FUTURE WITH MORE 
SURVIVORS THAN EVER. 

Triumphing over adversity — it’s what cancer care is all 
about. 

When patients receive a cancer diagnosis, they face the 
fight of their lives. They can’t take on that challenge alone. 
But with your generous support, Mary Bird Perkins Cancer 
Center provides patients with leading-edge treatment that 
ensures the best care possible.

Countless individuals, grantors and companies have helped 
grow the maturing Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Foundation’s 
endowment since its inception in 2005. As we approach 
Mary Bird Perkins’ 50th anniversary in 2021, we face many 
uncertainties, but these facts remain certain: State-of-the-
art technology, access to life-saving medical advancements 
and groundbreaking research will continue to be essential to 
saving lives. 

From community education, prevention and early detection 
to creating a comprehensive, integrated treatment plan that 
spans the entire continuum of cancer care, the strength 
of the Foundation’s endowment ensures we achieve our 
mission to improve survivorship and lessen the burden of 
cancer. 

Your investment, along with our team’s expert, 
compassionate care means enhanced care for patients 
today, tomorrow and for future generations to come. 

Together, we will triumph.

Sincerely,

JERRY JOLLY
Chair, Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Foundation

TODD STEVENS
President and CEO



$15.9 MILLION
ENDOWMENT DOLLARS UNDER INVESTMENT

ENDOWMENT SNAPSHOT

2019-20 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
MARKET VALUE AND ACTIVITY (JULY 1, 2019 – JUNE 30, 2020)

BEGINNING ENDOWMENT FUND BALANCE .......................................................................................................................................................$14,349,796
The market value of Endowed Investments and Receivables as of July 1, 2019. 

Market values fluctuate with the financial markets.

CONTRIBUTIONS, INTEREST, DIVIDENDS, AND MARKET CHANGE ...................................................................................................... $2,271,401

EXPENDITURES .................................................................................................................................................................................................................... ($706,030)
Includes grant of $393,000 to Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center to fund prevention, education, 

early detection, medical physics, and other mission-based patient support programs and services.

ENDING ENDOWMENT FUND BALANCE ............................................................................................................................................................... $15,915,167

The market value of the Endowed Investments and Receivables as of June 30, 2020.

OVERALL INVESTMENT PERFORMANCE OF 3.33% (NET OF INVESTMENT FEES)

$1.9 MILLION
NEW ENDOWMENT GIFTS

ENDOWED FUNDS
31

69
NEW ENDOWMENT GIFTS

6
NEW ENDOWMENT FUNDS



As of June 30, 2020, 
our total endowment is 
$15,915,167 with a return 
of 3.3%. From 2007 to 
2020, the endowment has 
grown steadily, though 
gifts and appreciation, 
within the investment 
portfolio.

Since inception, the 
cumulative investment 
return is 74.95%. As a 
result, the endowment has 
grown due to the stable 
and strong performance 
of the portfolio and 
management of the 
guiding investment and 
spending policies. 

The endowment allocation 
– the percent exposure 
to each asset class is 
shown as of June 30, 
2020. Endowment 
investment policies are 
designed to maximize 
long-term results at 
an acceptable level of 
investment risk. Endowed 
gifts are invested in Mary 
Bird Perkins Cancer 
Foundation’s pooled 
endowment, a globally 
diversified portfolio of 
assets including publicly 
traded stocks, bonds and 
alternative investments. 
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Through its nearly 50 years of experience in treating cancer, the Cancer Center has 
established scientifically sound clinical practices and thoughtfully implemented support 
services to ensure patients are surrounded with the vital resources needed to fight their 
disease. This level of care is only made possible by strong philanthropic support. 

Through endowment gifts, you are securing the future of comprehensive care, including 
prevention, clinical research, patient care, patient support, innovation, survivorship and 
education – all key pillars of philanthropy that propel our mission forward. 

A COMPREHENSIVE 
APPROACH TO CANCER CARE



CANCER SCREENING IN THE MIDST 
OF A GLOBAL PANDEMIC: ONE 
CONSTANT IN A WORLD OF CHANGE

Wilma Green is no stranger to disruption and 
loss. Originally from New Orleans, the 67-year-
old grandmother was displaced from her home 
to Baton Rouge after Hurricane Katrina. She 
faced hardship again when in the wake of the 
2016 floods, her home flooded, and she was 
again displaced for six months.

The one constant in Wilma’s life – Prevention 
on the Go. Since 2013, Wilma has received 
her cancer screenings via the Cancer Center’s 
mobile unit near her neighborhood. 

This year, Wilma was worried about how she 
would safely access her annual mammogram. 
“With the pandemic, I was scared to go,” she 
says. The COVID-19 pandemic has severely 
impacted cancer care. Since the start of the 
pandemic, cancer diagnoses have drastically 
declined across the U.S., but not as a result of a 
decline in cancer itself. Patients’ understandable 
fears about accessing medical facilities 
disrupted the diagnosis and treatment of 
cancer for many.

But after receiving a call from a Cancer Center 
team member, Wilma’s fears were eased. 
The Prevention Team has worked tirelessly 
to develop innovative procedures in order to 
provide essential cancer screenings during the 
COVID-19 crisis. Wilma says she was relieved 
when her appointment went smoothly, and the 
results of her mammogram were negative.

Because of your support, Wilma and thousands 
like her can rest easy knowing they can access 
cancer screenings. 

PREVENTION
Your support allows our Prevention on the 
Go Workplace and Community program to 
enhance wellness and early detection, reducing 
cancer mortality in the communities we serve.
 
The Foundation has supported the screening 
of over 100,000 people for cancer since 2002. 
Last year, the Prevention on the Go program 
screened 6,709 people, leading to 64 cancer 
diagnoses, ultimately saving more lives.

100,000 INDIVIDUALS 
SCREENED THROUGH 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH 



CLINICAL RESEARCH
Through national clinical trials, endowment funds provide patients greater access to groundbreaking studies 
and translational research. Our program offers radiation oncology, medical oncology and surgical oncology 
clinical trials to thousands of patients in communities large and small across our state, including our North 
Baton Rouge campus that enrolls under-insured and uninsured individuals who would otherwise not have 
access to this level of cancer care. In fact, Mary Bird Perkins’ Covington site enrolled the first patient in the 
country in a national clinical trial to examine the impact of COVID-19 on cancer patients.

These clinical trials have become even more important during the COVID-19 quarantine. Due to state travel 
restrictions, offering clinical trials and leading-edge care at Mary Bird Perkins has never been more important. 

350 PATIENTS ENROLLED IN CLINICAL TRIALS 
THROUGHOUT MARY BIRD PERKINS’ NETWORK OVER THE 
LAST YEAR WITH NEARLY 50 TRIALS OFFERED.



PATIENT CARE

PATIENT SUPPORT

The endowment supports programs 
and services that provide essential 
care for patients undergoing highly-
specialized treatments such as 
palliative care.

Endowment funds fuel programs 
and services that help patients 
across the continuum of cancer 
care, including patient navigation, 
transportation services, food 
security and nutritional counseling.

5,000 PATIENTS SERVED 
BY OUR PROGRAMS 
AND SERVICES.

17,500 SUPPORT SERVICES 
PROVIDED TO PATIENTS 
AND FAMILIES LAST YEAR.

CUTTING-EDGE CARE CLOSE TO HOME

Vietnamese-born Hai Le relocated to the U.S. 
as a teenager and ultimately ended up in 
Baton Rouge, where he raised and supported 
his family, working as a small business owner. 
In 2018, the 67-year-old was diagnosed with 
Stage-4, non-small cell carcinoma of the lungs. 
In spring 2020, Hai contracted COVID-19 and 
pneumonia. 

He enrolled in the first national clinical trial for 
cancer patients with COVID-19 to study the 
impact of the virus so oncologists can better 
understand and treat cancer patients facing the 
same challenge. He hopes his participation can 
benefit others.



FAVRE FAMILY AWARD FOR 
INNOVATION

Through this award, Mary Bird Perkins provides 
the opportunity for team members to share 
their innovative ideas to improve survivorship 
and lessen the burden of cancer for patients. 
Team members submit innovative grant 
proposals and compete for a $15,000 award to 
help bring their idea from paper to the patient. 
The Helping Hands registry, which recently 
launched, won the 2019 award. Through this 
tool, patients are able to create an online “wish 
list” of tasks they need fulfilled and invite 
family members and friends to sign up to offer 
support.

The award is just another example of how your 
support helps Mary Bird Perkins propel cancer 
care forward. Innovation doesn’t always come in 
the shape of new technology or a clinical trial. 
Sometimes, it comes in the form of surrounding 
our patients with the care, support and 
resources they need to thrive.

INNOVATION
Your visionary support offers a strong foundation for the future 
by developing a cancer program on par with national academic 
cancer centers and providing patients throughout the Gulf 
South with next-generation medicine and technology. Mary Bird 
Perkins – Our Lady of the Lake Cancer Center is one of the few 
locations in the nation where patients can receive the Gamma 
Knife Icon, a non-invasive, high-tech treatment for cancerous and 
noncancerous brain tumors and other central nervous system 
conditions.



1,000 LEADING-EDGE GAMMA KNIFE ICON 
TREATMENTS PROVIDED SINCE 2016.



SURVIVORSHIP
Endowment support provides important programs for 
patients and caregivers that include health and wellness 
education, psychosocial counseling, financial counseling and 
the healing arts program, including meditation, art therapy 
and more. Survivorship services are provided through 
Cancer Services, a cancer support organization that is part 
of the Mary Bird Perkins family.

949 SUPPORT SERVICES 
PROVIDED TO PATIENTS, 
SURVIVORS AND THEIR 
FAMILIES.

EDUCATION
Endowment funds support continuing education focused 
on oncology research and inspiring scientists and medical 
professionals to seek best practices in caring for cancer 
patients. Leading oncologists trained at the most renowned 
facilities around the world are attracted here because 
of our strong research and education programs that are 
transforming the future of cancer care. It is through the 
generous support of donors like you that revolutionary 
new cancer treatments, such as Gamma Knife Icon, can be 
developed and used to improve cancer care.

100% OF PHYSICIANS, 
ONCOLOGY HEALTH 
CLINICIANS, SCHOLARS, 
FELLOWS, GRADUATE 
STUDENTS AND 
RESIDENTS HAVE 
ACCESS TO ENHANCED 
EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES.

SURVIVOR
PHOTO



TAKING CANCER CARE TO THE NEXT 
LEVEL

Dr. Konstantin “Kos” Kovtun grew up 
immersed in science. Originally from Ukraine, 
his parents relocated to the U.S. to pursue 
graduate degrees in biology. After graduating 
from Cornell University with a degree in 
medical engineering, he worked at Merck 
Pharmaceuticals but felt called to help patients 
in a more hands-on way. He attended Harvard 
Medical School and completed his residency at 
the Harvard Radiation Oncology Program.

Although his impressive credentials meant he 
could have sought a position at any top medical 
institution in the country, Mary Bird Perkins 
appealed to him because he wanted to pursue 
both research and clinical practice to make a 
significant impact advancing cancer care. He 
credits Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Foundation for 
this unique opportunity. “Without support from 
the endowment, our research and the ability to 
do this important work to take cancer care to 
the next level wouldn’t be possible.”

Dr. Kovtun’s innovative research includes 
founding an augmented and virtual reality 
oncology lab and creating new software 
technology aimed at improving image-guided 
treatment planning.



The Foundation provides essential resources to support our Medical Physics academic 
program, a partnership between the Cancer Center and LSU that provides the highest 
quality training. These medical physicists apply their knowledge to the development and 
use of medical radiation treatments, devices and technologies and enhance radiation 
therapy treatment plans for patients.
 
Since 2005, the program has become a nationally-recognized, accredited program offering 
a master’s degree, a doctorate and clinical training in a state-of-the-art facility. The caliber 
of this innovative program has attracted some of the top medical physicists in the country 
to Mary Bird Perkins, and research from the program is routinely published in renowned 
oncology journals.
 
We are training the next generation of leading medical physicists right here at home to 
provide the highest level of radiation therapy to patients and advance cancer care around 
the world.

SPOTLIGHT ON MARY BIRD PERKINS’ 
TOP-RANKED MEDICAL PHYSICS 
PROGRAM



A TOP GRADUATE RETURNS 
HOME TO HELP LEAD THE FIGHT 
AGAINST CANCER
A Louisiana native, Koren Smith, M.S., attended LSU for both her undergraduate and 
graduate degrees in the Medical Physics program. After graduating, she landed a job at one 
of the most prestigious medical institutions in the country — Johns Hopkins — as a clinical 
medical physicist. But she soon felt the pull of home. “Luckily, Mary Bird Perkins offered a 
work experience of a caliber that rivaled one of the best hospitals in the country,” she says.
 
Smith’s desire to serve has led to her newest role as the chief quality officer for radiation 
oncology and continuing as a medical physicist at Mary Bird Perkins. In her role, she is 
responsible for ensuring our patient care programs remain in compliance with current 
healthcare standards and regulations, resulting in improved outcomes for patients. The 
investment by the Foundation in Smith as a graduate student has paid off years later in 
more ways than expected — with her expertise helping to improve the quality of cancer 
care across the organization.





The Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Foundation was 
formed on January 1, 2005, by a dedicated group of 
community volunteers to manage and oversee the 
successful growth of endowment assets. The purpose 
of the Foundation is to build a long-term endowment 
fund to secure the future of cancer care today and for 
generations to come.

MEET THE 2019-2020 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
JERRY JOLLY
Chair   

STEVEN MOORE
Vice Chair

PAUL THOMPSON
Secretary/Treasurer

DONNA SAURAGE
Immediate Past Chair

TODD STEVENS
President and CEO

TEE BROWN
BRETT FURR
ROSE HUDSON
JEANNE JAMES
ROLFE MILLER
REBECCA NELSON
JOSEPH B. “BEAU” OLINDE
DAVID PERRY
NATHANIEL TANNEHILL



THANK YOU FOR BEING A MEMBER 
OF THE MARY BIRD PERKINS 
CANCER FOUNDATION COMMUNITY 
AND FUELING OUR FIGHT AGAINST 
CANCER. WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT.



If you would like to strengthen your investment, 
please contact Carter Rose Stone,
Senior Director of Development, at

cstone@marybird.com or by phone at 
(225) 215-1298.



4950 ESSEN LANE | BATON ROUGE, LA | 70809
(225) 215-1298

MARYBIRDFOUNDATION.ORG


